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and even obtain some valuable compensation to the Bourbons for the royal domain. Among the many circumstances which seem to. call for decision, that which may principally interest you is the desire of France to preserve to herself one enemy, and that you should have that unpleasant preference; also the necessity which the government lies under of employing its armies until they shall be reduced to a safe insignificance. Your fleet may preserve you from invasion, or cutting off all supplies from the desultory corps thrown on your coast may operate their destruction. In so doing, you would not disserve the Directory. At the same time, I cannot but think that forty or sixty thousand victorious Frenchmen preaching republicanism in Britain would be very troublesome. But although you would preserve the kingdom free from injury, perhaps from attack, I do not see how you could preserve His Majesty's Prussian dominions. If peace be dictated to Austria, France and Prussia will find employment for Russia in Turkey, in Poland, and in Sweden. Denmark will be awed into acquiescence or be robbed of her Holstein. You are cut off completely from all means of communication with your allies ; in short, you must depend on the good will of Russia, when her interest is only secondary and, even as such, remote.
" If I were to dwell longer on these subjects I should write a dissertation instead of a letter, and weary you with details which will readily suggest themselves without my meddling. I pray you to believe, my lord, in my respectful attachment."
"This morning [August ist] I visit the Chevalier de Borghese and take him to Lord Elgin's, where we dine. Marshal Mollendorf * is there, and M. d'Alvensleben, with
*Richard Heinrich von Mollendorf, Prussian commander, served under Frederick the Great in the'principal campaigns of the Seven Years' War.erhaps to all,y records, but the pointheir own fate in ancient history, and mayof art now in the British Museum. officer and statesman under Frederick William II., employed in important negotiations. army in Holland, and it is from thence that a report has arisen of the evacuation. He says the English insist strenuously on 'their keeping Flanders. He thinks the King of France must be left on one side in the negotiation for peace, and that they must keep themselves in a situation to take advantage of circumstances which may arise in the interior. Call on Mr. Adams, who is a little entiM of the French politics. We dine at Mr. Church's, and in conversingpends the fate of the country.   Opin-
